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and distribution of pure milk. The work on the farm is
to some extent experimental and educational, as well as of
practical use to the palace. Experiments in cross-breeding,
in feeding, in preparation of ensilage, in anti-serum pro-
duction and treatment are here tried.

The farm is connected with the Department of Agri-
culture. It may not be out of place to mention here that
a new cattle-breeding station is being organized, to ensure
breeding from the famous Amrit Mahal animals on modern
scientific lines. For the protection of animals, a Serum
Institute was organized in 1927, which last year produced
Rs. 5,00,000 worth of doses. It is expected that in 1928-
29 it will yield Rs, 18,00,000 worth of doses, providing
inoculations for from two to two and a half lakhs of
animals.

The Amrit Mahal (milk department) special breed of
Mysore cattle have been famous for centuries; their
breeding and care formed a special department under
the Mysore Rajas. Their value, demonstrated again and
again by Haidar Ali, Tipu Sultan and the Duke of
Wellington, as draught cattle for artillery, was improved
by Haidar, who ' introduced a Trichy breed, which, cross-
ed with the Mysore cattle, produced the famous and un-
rivalled HaLlikar breed. It was this establishment which
enabled the Duke of Wellington to execute those move-
ments of unexampled rapidity which are the admiration
of every military man. . . . During the Peninsular War
the Great Duke often regretted that he had not the
assistance of the Amrit Mahal cattle.'1

The cattle, says the Gazetteer > are readily distinguished
from every other breed in India by the peculiar shape

1 Gazetteer of Mysore, I, p. 200*